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was by no means imaginary; it could make the
Kfe of the man who offended the headman extremely
unpleasant. It was not only by his loans that Babe-
hami had his hand upon the villagers; their daily
life could be made smooth or difficult by him at
every turn.
The life of the village and of every man in it de-
pended upon the cultivation of chenas, A chena is
merely a piece of jungle, which every ten years is
cleared of trees and undergrowth and sown with
grain broadcast and with vegetables. The villagers
owned no jungle themselves; it belonged to the
Crown, and no one might fell a tree or clear a chena
in it without a permit from the Government. It was
through these permits that the headman had his hold
upon the villagers. Application for one had to be
made through him; it was he who reported if a
clearing had been made without one, or if a man,
having been given one, cleared more jungle than it
allowed him to clear. Every one in the village knew
well that Babehami's friends would find no difficulty
in obtaining the authority to clear a chena, and that
the Agent Hamadoru8 would never hear from
Babehami whether they had cleared four acres or
eight. But the life of the unfortunate man, who had
8 The head of a district for administrative and revenue pur-
poses is a European Civil servant, and is called an assistant
Government agent The Sinhalese call him Agent Hamadoru.